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A record 27.1
incizes ofsnow
fell in 32 hours

and hO minutes;
tides tvere 16feet

above normal;

1.0,000 people

living in coastal-
areas were

evacuated; 3,500

vehicles were

strandedfor
days on Route

128. National

Ghtardsmen and

federal troops

were mobilized

for rescue and
cleanup efforts.

More than 25 houses, including this ono, were demolished Scituate's Peggotty Beach



Memories o
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'ft was a real team effort High school
students volunteered, and employees
volunteered to deliverfood trays to patients.
I hat week / am ved at work at 3 or 4. a. m.
because that, was when I could get a ride
With the National Guard or the police We
had plenty offood in Ike freezer, we fed
everyone. Wefed the snoto skoveievi the
civil defense and the national guard. We
also did .some special things, tike no charge
Jar coffee and muffins

WILLIAM MOUSSE, food senices director
at South Shore Hospital

By Lisa Urcms
GLOBE COIIHF-SIWUK

AND

Jeff Mclaughlin
GLOBE STAfF

A

'3 eb, G and *?, 1!)7H, the Blizzani

1 of 78, one of the most harrow-1
ing storm? in Massachusetts
history: Twenty-nine deaths.

billions ofdollars in property

chilling memories that even now
can send shivers dawn spines.

But (iven as wild nature gave us its

worst, human nature gave 115 its best.

From Hull to Lataville, Westwood to

Plymouth, the people whose lives are ded

icated to helping others were needed, and
they came through.

They were nurses and doctors, fire
fighters and police officers and DPW
truck drivers, National Guardsmen, se
lectmen and civil defense directors - and
hundreds or perhaps even thousands of
ordinary people. Thay helped neighbors,
they helped friends, Llicy helped toUil
strangers.

This weekend, some of them were?
gathering to remember the BHszard of

"18, to reminisce about the .storm and its
aftermath, when it seemed everyone
south or Boston was trying to tie a Good
Samaritan.

The Massachusetts National Guard

battalion stationed at Weymouth Armory,
led by the unit's first serpeant, William
Manning, organized a Saturday night
Snow Ball attheWeymoulh Elks Club.
Guard members ware invited - 5,01)0 were
mobilized for rescue and cleanup work
statewide - and go, too, were many others

aderie linger
involved in those rescue efforts £0 years
Ago. They all were invited to conic, to

biiiip photographs and memories and sto
ries.

Monstrous waves swept South Shore
beaches like malicious open-band skips.
across the f;icc, sn&tshing cherished

houses into kindling l^dusandte of coastaj
residents u-oulc3 have to he evacuated

from theii- homes, Hull to Plymouth, as
tides rose to 12.14, IB feel above normal.

Hull was Isolated. Oniy jwlice, fire

fighters and the National Guard could u^c
the roads. "Beach Avenue was just .a cra

ter, it was completely taken away," re

called Hull Fire Chief Niek Ruhko. "Para

gon Park was under seven feet of water

The ocean awl tftc \y.\y met in tin; nrickHe
of Paragon Park." Even media vehicles
with all-aooeas passes from the tlUitc Po
lice were escluded from i lull, 50 many
Iieopin to this day don't realize just how

hard hit Hull was, Russo said.

Russo recalled naost vividly two fires,
two houses that burned to the ground.

One was on Town Way, said Russq, and

as the fire blazed, a family of six huddled
on the front porch praying for rescue.
Hull firefighters half waded, half-swan
through water that was five or six feet

deep in places to reach the family. "Then
they carried'them to safety on their
shoulders," said Efttsso raate-of-factly.

Two or three days after the snow

stopped telling, the ocean's firry had not

abated when a house Eire brake cm G
.Street, 100 yards from Nanlasket Beach
Russo was on the scene with his men
quickly, but the fire rtppanittiK couldn'l be
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driven through the water, "We

strung hunt! from n hydrant that was

mi dry fjroand. We hud a guy on

LtMikfiut tor big waveti, and every

time one came III, we had to shut the

hone line flown and grab nnto the

hedgessu we wouldn't net swept

away. Ail wu couiil do was contain

thu lire si it wouldn't spread to the

houses next to it."

Sergeant Maimingor the Nation

al Guard was in Hull, too. and he re

calls that fur him the first week of.

atom duty was like one endless day.

He spent most of the time evacuat

ing (lull residents from flooded

homes, some of them twice, as tide

surges returned to make successive

eviicuatiuna necewory.

Nuntnsket Avenue whs complete
ly submerged lie said, and Route ISA

in neighboring Hingham was

dogged by nun abandoned In the

snow.

"We towed cars, buses, trueka to

cleni' the mud and get people out of

Hull," he said Miinnlng and the liO

other men in the Weymouth unit

;ilso helped tranaimrt doctors and

nurses to and from work, cook kid

ney patients to the dialysis treat

ments that kept them alive, did

whatever seemed most pressing.

The National Guard was on ac

tive duty for two weeks. Manning

never found time to go home to Wey-

mouth, Something else always need

ed to be done.

Meanwhile, in Scituute, at least

50 houses were swept away by the

storm Kurge, recalled retired fire

fighter John Nuble.

"The 11-foot Coast Guard boat in

the harbor got its propeller tangled

in n line from one of the commercial

fishing boats it was trying to bring to

safety,' said Noble. "The Coast

Guard boat suddenly was without

power* It was crashing helplessly

against the Harbor View Restau

rant, The Coast Guard guys were

able to jump out of the boat onto the

roof of the restaurant"

Two of the storm's fatalities were

recorded in Scituate Harbor, Noble

said. A town DPW worker and a lit

tle fcirl being rescued were thrown

from a lire rescue boat and died in

the frigid waters before they could

be pulled out

Inland, gate-force winds and the

endlessly tailing snow combined to

create" dangerous, frightening, total-

whiteout conditions everywhere

south Of Boston. Police chiefs and

fire chiefs shuddered fig the radio

calls eama in from eruisera and

pumpers trying to respond to emer

gencies: "We can't see, chief. We

can't move. We can't get there." Am

they radioed back. "Keep trying."

Homeward-bound commuters on

Route 128 slowed to a crawl, then

stopped, then realized with fright

their cars were go:ig nowhere, not

for horns, not for days. The drifts

piled up higher and higher. Sooner

or later, they would have to venture

out -.into that! - to seek shelter on

foot. Shelter? Where?

Dedham Police Lieutenant John

Teti recalled that in the Dedham-

Westwood area, on 8-mile stretch of

Route 128 became a parking lot ear

ly in the Storm, Some 3,;100 cars and

trucks were buried in snow that

reached to windshields, even buried

some vehicles completely.

As the commutes searched for

havens, Teti said, the Showcase Cin

ema on Elm Street in Dedham

opened its dooi"s to become an emer

gency shelter, while the motel across

the street, now the Comfort Inn, also

provided sanctuary. The National

Guard found those refugees, said
Tnti ;,nr] Hip haaii- fmvl Him flimrd

rooms were so devastated they were

unusable for the rest of the school

year.

1 Wei' linen went down. Hospi

tals were limning on emergency
generator, civil defense headi[uar-

ters were miming on emergency

generators, government iuelFwmi

running on emergency generators.

"The whole area was crippled."

said Dr. Charles Gaughan, a cardiol

ogist at South Shore Hospital ih

Weymouth. ■I've never seen ike hos

pital like that since. It was like a

command center," he recalled.

The National Guard was using

amphibious military landing crafl -

the "ducks" so popular now with

tourists in Plymouth and Boston. - to

transport people io and from the

hospital, Ciaughan said.

"I remember when they an

nounced that one of the landing craft
was about to leave fur Rockland

Center and that people could get a

ride ifthey wanted. You really had

the sense that something big was go

ing on," he said.

Wilharn Mollsse, food services di

rector at the hospital, said, "It was a

real team effort. High school stu

dent volunteered, and employees

outside my department volunteered

to deliver food trays to patients.

That week I arrived at work at %

a.m. or 4 a.m. - usually I get In about

H - because that was when I could

get a ride with the National Guard

or the police.

"We had plenty of food in the

freezer, we fed everyone." said Mo-

iisse. "We fed the snow shovelers,

the Civil Defense, the National

Guard. We would do some special

things, like no charge for coffee and

muffins, and we'd leave cookies ;ind

coffee for the overnight crew."

The camaraderie at hospitals
across the region was something

special. Nurses and other employees

stayed at their posts as long as they

were needed. Beverly White, a nurs
ing supervisor at Quiney Hospital

then (and a patient advocate now),
recalled she routinely worked double

shifts. She and the other supervisors
took turns sleeping.

"I slept on a stretcher in the re

covery room," White Said. "People

came together. No one crabbed

about staying." Sheila Dixson. a

nurse at Caritaa Norwood Hospital,

felt the same spirit of togetherness:
"It was kind of like a big pajama par

ty."

Others, home when the storm hit.

found ways to relieve their col

leagues. Betsy Banters, a nurse at

Quiney Hospital, skied to work.

Nurse Beth MalveStria got to the

hospital, then went out in a four-

wheel-drive vehicle with a patient
who was returning home. "He had

only hospital pajamas to wear," abe

said, "so we wrapped him in blan

kets. His family met us with a tobog

gan - and jacket.* for him."

Among Dr. Gaughan'a most vivid

memories are two lives lost due to

the storm. One of his coronary pa

tients became so worried when ho

found out his home in Hull had been

flooded that he insisted on leaving

the hospital to cheek on the proper

ty. "He never made it home. He died

an hour after leaving," Gaughan

said.

He also recalled the 5-year-old
girl. Amy Lanzikos, who was

brought to the hospital after she had

fallen out of a rescue boat in storm-

wracked Scituate Harbor. "There

was nothing we could do for her,"

said Gaughan sadly. The body of

Scituate DPW employee Edward

Hart, fi2. who also dieii in that boat

accident, was not found for weeks,

recalled Scituate firefighter Noble.

Nohle also recalled n storv with a



house." recalled Kenney, "and we

hadn't had power for days, sw-we had
nu radio or TV, und I had iiu idea

hnw much siinw there was. A neigh

bor with ii two-way radio called civil

defense."
. A helicopter was dispatched, in

hopea it could kind on a p'lhlic bas

ketball t-oLirc near Kemie/s house.

but the basket posts were too close

together for the chopper to land, she

said. Instead, 'They put me on a to

boggan and begun dragging me up

the street. It was late in the after

noon ami just getting dark," she

s;iid. A police cruiser was dispatched

in meet Kenney on the toboggan.

"He had to back the cruiser all the

way, about a mile, because there was

no place to turn around.''

She hnd boon planning to have

her first child at a Boston hospital.

but the public safety officials had

other ideas, 'They told me 'No way.

you itrt! going to the nearest hospi

tal." So they took me to South Shore.

Kris w;is 1)oi-m 20 minutes after I got

there."

Kriatopher Kenney is now a

sophomore at Westfie'd State Col

lege. "My mother is n pretty strong

lady. It's a wild story." For the first

few yeai-s of his life, he said, he was

nicknamed "Stormy" by the neigh-

hoi's.

His mother wasn't scared during

her trek U) the hospital, or nervous,

at least not until later. "It wns a tru

ly wonderful experience," she s;iiri.

"My only regret is that I didn't get

to ride in a helicopter."


